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Introduction

Choosing the right dog boarding facility is an important decision for any pet owner. Whether 

you are going on vacation, traveling for work, or simply need a place for your dog to stay during 

the day, finding a facility that meets your dog’s needs is crucial. The right facility can provide 

a safe and comfortable environment for your furry friend, while the wrong facility can lead 

to stress and anxiety. In this article, we will discuss the importance of choosing the right dog 

boarding facility and provide tips and information to help you make an informed decision.

If you have any questions about dog boarding or cat sitting services or would like to know how 

to best prepare for using a kennel while you go on vacation please reach us directly at (908) 

604-4200 or visit us at 1103 Valley Rd, Stirling, NJ 07980 you are also welcome to message us 

on our website at www.eakennels.com.
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Understanding the Importance of Choosing the 
Right Dog Boarding Facility

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Dog 
Boarding Facility

Choosing the wrong dog boarding facility can have negative effects on your dog’s well-being. Dogs 

are social animals and being separated from their owners can be stressful. If a facility does not 

provide adequate care and attention, your dog may experience anxiety, depression, or even physical 

health issues. Additionally, if a facility is not clean or does not have proper sanitation practices in 

place, your dog may be at risk of contracting illnesses or parasites.

On the other hand, choosing the right dog boarding facility can have numerous benefits. A reputable 

facility will have trained and experienced staff who can provide proper care and attention to your 

dog. They will have protocols in place to ensure cleanliness and sanitation, reducing the risk of 

illness or infection. A good facility will also provide opportunities for socialization and exercise, 

which are important for a dog’s mental and physical well-being.

When choosing a dog boarding facility, there are several factors to consider. First and foremost, 

cleanliness is crucial. A clean facility will help prevent the spread of diseases and parasites. Look for 

a facility that has proper sanitation practices in place, such as regular cleaning and disinfection of 

kennels and common areas.
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Another important factor to consider is the staff-to-dog ratio. A low staff-to-dog ratio ensures that 

each dog receives individual attention and care. This is especially important for dogs that require 

special needs or have specific behavioral issues.

Amenities are also worth considering. Some facilities offer additional services such as grooming, 

training, or playtime. These amenities can enhance your dog’s stay and provide additional benefits.

Other factors to consider include the facility’s policies on vaccinations, emergency procedures, and 

the availability of veterinary care. It is important to choose a facility that has strict vaccination 

requirements to ensure the safety of all dogs. Knowing that the facility has a plan in place for 

emergencies and access to veterinary care can provide peace of mind.

Location, Location, Location: Finding 
a Convenient Dog Boarding Facility

Finding a dog boarding facility that is conveniently located is important for 

both the owner and the dog. For the owner, a facility that is close to home 

or work makes drop-off and pick-up easier. It also allows for more frequent 

visits if desired.

For the dog, a convenient location means less stress during transportation. 

Dogs can become anxious or car sick during long rides, so finding a facility 

that is nearby can help reduce these issues.

When looking for a convenient facility, consider the proximity to your home 

or workplace, as well as the accessibility of the facility. Is it located in a safe 

and easily accessible area? Is there ample parking available? These are all 

factors to consider when choosing a convenient dog boarding facility.
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The Importance of Touring a Dog Boarding 
Facility Before Booking

Touring a dog boarding facility before booking is highly recommended. It allows you to see firsthand 

the conditions and environment in which your dog will be staying. It also gives you an opportunity 

to ask questions and address any concerns you may have.

During a tour, pay attention to the cleanliness of the facility. Are the kennels clean and well-

maintained? Are there any unpleasant odors? Look for signs of proper sanitation practices, such as 

the use of disinfectants and regular cleaning schedules.

Observe the staff interacting with the dogs. Are they attentive and caring? Do they have experience 

handling different breeds and temperaments? A good facility will have knowledgeable and 

compassionate staff who genuinely care about the well-being of the dogs in their care.

Ask about the facility’s policies and procedures. How do they handle emergencies? What is their 

protocol for administering medications? Are there any restrictions or requirements for vaccinations? 

Make sure you are comfortable with the facility’s policies before making a decision.
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Ensuring Your Dog’s Safety: Checking for Proper 
Licensing and Insurance

Choosing a Dog Boarding Facility 
Based on Your Dog’s Needs and 
Personality

Ensuring that a dog boarding facility has proper licensing and insurance is crucial for your dog’s 

safety. A licensed facility means that it has met certain standards and regulations set by the local 

authorities. It also indicates that the facility is regularly inspected to ensure compliance with these 

standards.

Insurance is important in case of any accidents or injuries that may occur while your dog is in the 

facility’s care. A reputable facility will have liability insurance to cover any potential damages or 

medical expenses.

Before booking a dog boarding facility, ask for proof of licensing and insurance. A reputable facility 

will be happy to provide this information. If a facility is unable or unwilling to provide proof, it is 

best to look for another option.

Every dog is unique, with different needs and personalities. When 

choosing a dog boarding facility, it is important to consider these factors 

to ensure that your dog will be comfortable and happy during their stay.

Consider your dog’s activity level. If your dog is highly energetic and 

requires a lot of exercise, look for a facility that offers ample playtime 

and exercise opportunities. 
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On the other hand, if your dog is older or has health issues, a quieter and more relaxed environment 

may be more suitable.

Think about your dog’s socialization needs. Some dogs thrive in a social environment and enjoy 

interacting with other dogs, while others prefer to be alone. Choose a facility that can accommodate 

your dog’s socialization preferences.

If your dog has any special needs or medical conditions, make sure the facility is equipped to handle 

them. Ask about their experience with dogs with similar conditions and what measures they have in 

place to ensure the well-being of these dogs.

The Benefits of Choosing a Dog Boarding 
Facility with Experienced Staff

Choosing a dog boarding facility with experienced staff has numerous 

benefits. Experienced staff have the knowledge and skills to handle 

different breeds and temperaments. They can recognize signs of stress 

or illness and take appropriate action. They are also trained in proper 

handling techniques, ensuring the safety and well-being of the dogs in 

their care.

Experienced staff can provide individual attention and care to each dog. 

They understand the importance of mental and physical stimulation 

and can provide appropriate activities and exercises to keep the dogs 

engaged and happy.

When touring a facility, ask about the qualifications and experience of 

the staff. How long have they been working with dogs? Do they receive 

ongoing training and education? A facility that invests in its staff’s 

development is more likely to provide high-quality care for your dog.
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Understanding the Different Types of Dog 
Boarding Facilities Available

There are different types of dog boarding facilities available, each catering to different needs and 

preferences. Understanding these types can help you choose the right facility for your dog.

Traditional kennels are the most common type of dog boarding facility. They typically consist of 

individual kennels or runs where dogs are kept separate from each other. Some traditional kennels 

offer additional amenities such as playtime or grooming services.

Luxury or boutique boarding facilities provide a more upscale experience for dogs. They often offer 

private suites or rooms with comfortable bedding and furniture. These facilities may also provide 

additional amenities such as spa treatments or personalized care.

Daycare facilities are a popular option for dog owners who need care for their dogs during the day. 

These facilities provide a safe and supervised environment for dogs to play and socialize. They often 

have indoor and outdoor play areas and may offer additional services such as training or grooming.

In-home boarding is another option for dog owners. This involves leaving your dog in the care of a 

trusted individual or family in their own home. In-home boarding can provide a more personalized 

and home-like experience for your dog.
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Preparing Your Dog for a Stay at a Boarding Facility

Preparing your dog for a stay at a boarding facility is important to ensure a smooth transition and 

reduce stress. Start by familiarizing your dog with the facility’s environment. Take them for a visit 

before their stay to help them become comfortable with the surroundings and the staff.

Make sure your dog is up to date on vaccinations and has received any necessary preventive 

treatments, such as flea and tick prevention. This will help protect your dog and other dogs in the 

facility from potential illnesses or parasites.

Pack familiar items from home, such as your dog’s bed, toys, and blankets. These items will provide 

comfort and familiarity during their stay. Also, provide clear instructions to the facility regarding 

your dog’s feeding schedule, dietary restrictions, and any medications they may need.

Making the Most of Your Dog’s 
Stay at a Boarding Facility: Tips 
and Tricks

There are several ways to make your dog’s stay at a boarding 

facility more enjoyable. First, provide clear instructions to the 

facility regarding your dog’s routine, preferences, and any special 

needs they may have. This will help the staff provide personalized 

care and make your dog feel more comfortable.

Consider bringing some of your dog’s favorite toys or treats to 

keep them entertained during their stay. Familiar scents and 

tastes can provide comfort and reduce anxiety.
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If your dog enjoys socializing with other dogs, look for a facility that offers group playtime or 

socialization opportunities. This can provide mental and physical stimulation and help your dog 

make new friends.

Lastly, communicate with the facility during your dog’s stay. Check in regularly to see how your dog 

is doing and address any concerns or questions you may have. This will help ensure that your dog’s 

needs are being met and that they are having a positive experience.

Conclusion

Choosing the right dog boarding facility is crucial for the well-being and happiness of your furry 

friend. By considering factors such as cleanliness, staff-to-dog ratio, and amenities, you can ensure that 

your dog will be safe and comfortable during their stay. Touring a facility before booking, checking 

for proper licensing and insurance, and choosing a facility that meets your dog’s specific needs and 

personality are all important steps in making an informed decision. By following these tips and 

guidelines, you can find a dog boarding facility that provides the best care for your beloved pet.

If you have any additional questions about using EA Kennels dog boarding or cat sitting services 

or would like to know how to best prepare for using a kennel while you travel, please reach us 

directly at (908) 604-4200 or visit us at 1103 Valley Rd, Stirling, NJ 07980 you are also welcome to 

message us on our website at www.eakennels.com. 
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